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Introduction:

As we begin our study for the year of X3 and the 179 Hvaw 770, it will be very beneficial for us
to have some critical background information about how we got from 770 30 to today. Through
learning some essential sources hopefully we will all have a greater understanding of the
historical development of 15 vaw 7110 and its role within Judaism.

Attached to this packet is a basic Torah timeline, created by Rabbi Lanner. Also, most of the
sources found in this packet are courtesy of Rabbi Lanner.

Process:

The class will be divided into groups. Each group will prepare different material and will then be
responsible to teach that material to the class. Each presentation must include: a summary of the
main ideas, practical examples/applications and (if applicable) an explanation of key
Hebrew/Aramaic terms or concepts (these will be bolded in the Hebrew/Aramaic text). Each
presentation should be between 10-13 minutes (you cannot exceed 13 minutes).

In addition to each presentation, as a class we will turn our learning into a website that can serve
for others as an introduction to 59 Hvaw 7710, The material you present should be converted into a
submission for the website. [IMPORTANT NOTE: If you choose to use a Keynote or PPT in
your presentation, you can also use this for the website.]

Timeline:
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

26 27 28 29

The website submission will be due on Monday September 9™,

Assessment:
Each group will be graded on both the presentation to the class and the website material
submitted. (See the grading rubrics below)
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Presentation Grading Rubric

OK Good Great | Awesome Grade
Accuracy
e Correct presentation of the
researched material 4 6 8 10

e Encompassed main ideas of the
assigned material

e Encompassed all the necessary
components of the project

Preparation
o All necessary materials were
ready for the lesson 4 6 8 10
® Presenters had a clear plan for
the presentation

e |_esson had a good flow and
order

Mastery
e Showed depth of understanding
of the material 4 6 8 10
o Answered questions well
o L ittle need for notes during the
presentation

Speaking
e Voices were loud and clear 4 6 8 10
e Good eye contact

o \Well-rehearsed

Clarity
¢ Presentation was clear even to
someone who had not learned 4 6 8 10
the material
o Clear beginning, middle and
end
e Main points were articulated
clearly
Engagement
e Incorporated engaging material 4 6 8 10

¢ Tone of voice was engaging
e Body language was engaging
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Website Grading Rubric

OK Good Great

Awesome

Grade

Accuracy
e Correct presentation of the
researched material
e Project encompassed most of
the assigned material

10

Professionalism
o Well edited
o No spelling or grammatical
errors

10

Clarity
e Presentation was clear even to
someone who had not learned
the material
¢ Fonts were easy to read
e Good flow and order

10

Creativity

e Graphics, animations, sounds
or style of presentation
enhanced the overall
presentation

¢ Added relevant examples and
material to make the material
more understandable and
relatable

10
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Group 1 - Transmission of Torah from Har Sinai until the times of the Mishnah

This first source is the Rambam’s explanation of what Hashem gave to Moshe on °°0 77 in terms

of 2023w 770 and /7o Syaw 770.

neaend e —a"ana (1

One should know that every mitzvah that Hashem
transmitted to Moshe, he transmitted with it its
explanation. Meaning, Hashem would tell Moshe a
verse and afterwards explain all the necessary
details and all that was included in that verse.

[The Torah was then transmitted to all the Jewish
people.] The nation then spread out and taught
each other that which they learned and wrote down
the verses on scrolls. The officers would go
throughout the Jewish people to make sure they
knew the verses, understood how to read them and
would then explain to them the verses. The verses
would be written down and they would remember
its explanation, this is what our Rabbis refer to as
the Written Torah and the Oral Torah. The Rabbis
taught in a Baraita: ‘Hashem spoke to Moshe on
Har Sinai’, What do the words ‘on Har Sinai’ teach
us?! Was not the entire Torah given on Sinai?!
Rather this teaches us that just like shemitah the
general rules and its fine points were given at Sinai,
so to all the mitzvot its general rules and fine points
were given at Sinai.

Here is an example: Hashem said “In succot you
shall dwell for seven days” (Vayikra 23).
Afterwards Hashem explained that succah is only
an obligation for males and not for females, that
sick people and travelers are exempt, that one can
only cover the succah with something that grows
from the ground etc. When the messenger came
[i.e. Moshe] he received the mitzvah and its
explanation. So to with each of the 613 mitzvot, the
verses were written in scrolls and the explanations
were transmitted orally.
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In the continuation of the Rambam’s Introduction to Mishnah he explains the significant shift
from Moshe’s death to the generation of Yehoshua.

N anTpn —2"ann (2

It was on the first of the month of Shevat in the 40"
year [in the desert] that Moshe gathered the nation
and said he was about to die. He said if anyone had
forgotten law they should ask him and he will
remind them, or if anyone was unsure about a law
they should ask him and he will explain it. This is
stated in the verse (Devarim 1) “Behold Moshe
explained this Torah saying.” In addition the
Rabbis taught in the Sifrei that anyone who forgot a
law should come [to Moshe] and he will explain it;
anyone who needs explanation should come to him
and he will explain it etc.

When he [i.e. Moshe] died, Yehoshua and the
people of his generation contemplated and
discussed the teachings of Moshe. Everything that
was received from Moshe was not debated at all.
That which was not received directly from Moshe,
the elders of that generation would learn through
the thirteen principles that were given on Sinai to
explain the Torah. Within those new laws some
were agreed upon completely and had no debate,
while others there would be disagreement and each
person would act in according to his own reasoning
etc. In the cases of debate the community would
follow the majority opinion as is stated (Shemot
23) “After the majority to sway [the law].”
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The Rambam then explains the transmission of the Torah from the times of Yehoshua until the

time of the writing of the Mishnah.

nawnb anTpn —2"ana (3

When Yehoshua died he taught the elders whatever
he received [from Moshe] and whatever was
expounded during his days that did not have any
debate. Any area that had debate they followed the
opinion of majority of the elders. Afterwards those
elders taught the prophets [of the next generation],
and the prophets taught each other. There was no
generation that did not contemplate these matters
and create new ideas. [But] the Rabbis of each
generation placed greater significance on the ideas
of the generation before them. The main ideas that
were transmitted [from one generation to the next]
were never debated. Finally it reached the time of
the Men of the Great Assembly...they also
contemplated the ideas of the Torah like those who
came before them; and they also made decrees and
enactments. The last generation of this pure
assembly was the first Rabbi mentioned in the
Mishnah, namely Shimon the righteous who was
[also] the Kohen Gadol at the time.

After this time came Rabbeinu Hakadosh (our
Rabbi the holy one) who was unique in his
generation and his time. He was a man with all the
positive traits which is why he merited to be called
Rabbeinu Hakadosh, but his real name was Judah.
He was [also] the pinnacle of wisdom...[he] spread
Torah throughout Israel, gathered different laws
and words of the Rabbis and the different debates
from the times of Moshe until his day...once he
gathered all the different pieces of knowledge he
began to write the Mishnah which included all
these explanations of the mitzvot found in the
Torah.
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Group 2 — The creation of Gemara

The Rambam in his introduction to Mishnah Torah (his book of laws) describes the historical

formulation, purpose and acceptance of the Gemara.

Lmmin mawnb anTpaaann (1

Ravina and Rav Ashi were the final generation of the
Sages of the Talmud. Rav Ashi composed the
Babylonian Talmud in Shin'ar approximately one
hundred years after Rabbi Yochanan composed
the Jerusalem Talmud. The intent of both the Talmuds is
to elucidate the words of the Mishnah, to explain its
deeper points, and [to relate] the new matters that were
developed by each court from the era of Rabbenu
Hakadosh until the composition of the Talmud.

From the entire [body of knowledge stemming from] the
two Talmuds, the Tosefta, the Sifra, and the Sifre, can be
derived the forbidden and the permitted, the impure and
the pure, the liable and those who are free of liability,
the invalid and the valid as was received [in tradition],
one person from another, [in a chain extending back]
to Moses at Mount Sinai.

Also, [the sources mentioned above] relate those matters
which were decreed by the sages and prophets in each
generation in order to "build a fence around the Torah."
We were explicitly taught about [this practice] by
Moses, as [implied by Leviticus 18:30]: "And you shall
observe My precepts,” [which can be interpreted to
mean]: "Make safeguards for My precepts."

Similarly, it includes the customs and ordinances that
were ordained or practiced in each generation according
to [the judgment of] the governing court of that
generation. It is forbidden to deviate from [these
decisions], as [implied by Deuteronomy 17:11]: "Do not
deviate from the instructions that they will give you, left
or right."

It also includes marvelous judgments and laws which
were not received from Moses, but rather were derived
by the courts of the [later] generations based on the
principles of Biblical exegesis. The elders of those
generations made these decisions and concluded that this
was the law. Rav Ashi included in the Talmud this entire
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! Text and translation taken from Chabad.org
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[body of knowledge, stemming] from the era of Moses,
our teacher, until his [own] era.

The Sages of the Mishnah also composed other texts to
explain the words of the Torah. Rabbi Hoshaia, the
disciple of Rabbenu Hakadosh, composed an
explanation  of the  book  of Genesis. Rabbi
Yishmael [composed] an explanation beginning at
"These are the names" [the beginning of the book
of Exodus,] until the conclusion of the Torah. This is
called the Mechilta. Rabbi Akiva also composed a
Mechilta. Other Sages of the following generations
composed other [collections of the] interpretations [of
verses] (Medrashim). All of these works were composed
before the Babylonian Talmud.

Thus, Ravina, Rav Ashi, and their colleagues represent
the final era of the great Sages of Israel who transmitted
the Oral Law. They passed decrees, ordained practices,
and put into effect customs. These decrees, ordinances,
and customs spread out among the entire Jewish people
in all the places where they lived.

After the court of Rav Ashi composed the Talmud and
completed it in the time of his son, the Jewish people
became further dispersed throughout all the lands,
reaching the distant extremes and the far removed
islands. Strife sprung up throughout the world, and the
paths of travel became endangered by troops. Torah
study decreased and the Jews ceased entering
their yeshivot in the thousands and myriads, as was
customary previously.

Instead, individuals, the remnants whom God called,
would gather in each city and country, occupy
themselves in Torah study, and [devote themselves] to
understanding the texts of the Sages and learning the
path of judgment from them.

Every court that was established after the conclusion of
the Talmud, regardless of the country in which it was
established, issued decrees, enacted ordinances, and
established customs for the people of that country - or
those of several countries. These practices, however,
were not accepted throughout the Jewish people,
because of the distance between [their different]
settlements and the disruption of communication
[between them].

Since each of these courts were considered to be
individuals - and the High Court of 71 judges had been
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defunct for many years before the composition of the
Talmud - people in one country could not be compelled
to follow the practices of another country, nor is one
court required to sanction decrees which another court
had declared in its locale. Similarly, if one of the
Geonim interpreted the path of judgment in a certain
way, while the court which arose afterward interpreted
the proper approach to the matter in a different way, the
[opinion of the] first [need] not be adhered to
[absolutely]. Rather, whichever [position] appears to be
correct - whether the first or the last - is accepted.

These [principles apply regarding] the judgments,
decrees, ordinances, and customs which were
established after the conclusion of the Talmud.
However, all the matters mentioned by the
Babylonian Talmud are incumbent on the entire Jewish
people to follow. We must compel each and every city
and each country to accept all the customs that were put
into practice by the Sages of the Talmud, to pass decrees
parallelling their decrees, and to observe their
ordinances, since all the matters in the Babylonian
Talmud were accepted by the entire Jewish people.

The [Talmudic] Sages who established ordinances and
decrees, put customs into practice, arrived at legal
decisions, and taught [the people] concerning certain
judgments represented the totality of the Sages
of Israel or, at least, the majority of them. They received
the tradition regarding the fundamental aspects of
the Torah in its entirety, generation after generation, [in
a chain beginning with] Moses, our teacher.
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Group 3 — The 5 different categories of 5 byaw 7710

The Rambam in his introduction to Mishnah outlines 5 different categories that comprise the
Oral Torah — 75 %yaw ;77:0. The following are simple definitions of each category.

NIRRT a''ann

The first category is explanations received directly
from Moshe. These have hints in the pesukim or
can be derived through logic. There is no debating
or disagreeing with these explanations.
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The second category is laws that were told directly
to Moshe at Sinai. These laws have no proof to
them and also cannot be debated and one cannot
argue on them.
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The third category is laws that were derived
through logic and have debate regarding them.
These laws were decided based on majority. The
debates and disagreements were regarding areas
that they did not know the laws. One will find
throughout the Talmud that the Rabbis are arguing
about the basic logic that causes the debates;
therefore they ask ‘what are they arguing about?’ or
‘what’s the reason for Rabbi Ploni’ or ‘what’s the
difference between them [the two opinions]?’
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The fourth category is decrees that the prophets
and Rabbis in every generation decreed in order to
protect the Torah. This concept was decreed by
Hashem when He said (Leviticus 18) “You shall
safeguard my charge” and the Rabbis explained
make a guard for my Torah. The Rabbis called
these gezerot (decrees). Sometimes there will be
debate because one Rabbi will prohibit something
for one reason, but another Rabbi will disagree
with his reason. [However] when there is
agreement regarding one of these decrees and it has
spread throughout all of the Jewish people, one can
no longer argue on this decree; even a prophet can
no longer argue on this decree [that has been
accepted].
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The fifth category is laws that were made through
logic and agreement regarding the actions of people
that is neither an addition nor subtraction from an
actual mitzvah. These are called takanot
(regulations) and minhagim (customs). It is
prohibited to violate these laws. Shlomo already
stated regarding anyone who violates these laws:
‘One who breaks the fence will be bitten by a
snake’ (Kohelet 10). There are many of these
regulations mentioned in the Mishna and Talmud.
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Examples for the first category:

1) The Torah says in (n ,30) Xp": "7 v 79 PWwRIT ava 0d? annp". The literal translation of
the words "q777 vy 1" are “a beautiful fruit.” This seems pretty vague and non-descriptive;
nevertheless everyone agrees that this is referring to an xanx (citron fruit).

2) The Torah states regarding punishment that it should be "y nrin 3w ,1°» nnn p¥", which literally
means “an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth.” Nevertheless everyone agrees that this means
monetary payment worth an eye or monetary payment worth a tooth, not to literally take an eye
for an eye.

These are two examples of explanations of the verses that are undisputed and are explanations
that have been passed down directly from Moshe. These are examples of nwn o 0¥%21pn WD,

Examples for the second category:

1) The fact that 1°2°5n needs to be black is *»on nwn? 739:.
2) The fact that the letter w must appear on the 7 5w P%°on is *»on Awn? 1377

3) The size of n°1> (amount of an olive) for all forbidden foods is *10n qwn? 73%7.

Examples for categories three, four and five:

Come up with them on your own!
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Group 4 — The nature of 75 Hyaw 770

The (:0) P2 8720 makes a fundamental distinction between 2752w 797 and 70 Svaw 770.

wp? 12 TP :
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The Gemara continues with a related teaching:
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of these words, which indicates that the Torah is to he

mitted orally. ¥ K3 -

How is this apparent COntry.

diction to be resolved? 3n33w 8137 ~ Teachings that =

handed down to Moses in writing, i.e. Scripture,

RWY Xy

79 Yy 190I8% — you are not permitted to transmit orally
n9 byaw o137 — Teachings that were given to you orally, 1
3023 179IKY KW 1K — you are not permitted to transmitin

writing. !

One essential question regarding the Oral Torah is why it was necessary. Why didn’t Hashem

simply put everything in writing?!

(Answer 1)

(2w wa) R'"wan (2

It would seem that the reason it [i.e. the Oral
Torah] was not allowed to be written down was so
that people would not rely on the fact that it is
written down and not learn anymore...Therefore in
the earlier generations when they were more
capable the Oral Torah was not written down at all
so that they would review their Torah knowledge
constantly and it would be accessible to them
always in order to act appropriately.
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(Answer 2)

(110 295 ORI naxen) »'"n (3

One should know that it is not fitting for the Oral
Torah to be in writing, because this section of the
Torah deals with the details and explanations of the
mitzvot and there is no end to the details!
Therefore, if only part of it would be written it
would not be complete and it would not be right to
write an incomplete Torah.

°197 ,72°N22 71D HYAW 3N PANY MR PR 0D VT
TR 7T 927 LPWINDY MIRRT WD 07 D HYaw N
OR Q%W 927 77 K9 .yP 0a2 PR 2°0197 00,01 7R
2¥aw 7707 592 23057 PR 97,7272 N¥Pn AN 700

.10 19

(Answer 3)

(> 21n7) Mo na (4

After the Oral Torah was given to them [i.e. the
Jewish people], the Jewish people became like the
parchment of the Oral Torah, like the verse says
(Mishlei 3, 2) ‘write them on the tablets of your
heart.” And just like the parchment of the actual
Torah is inherently holy, because the parchment
and the words together create a sefer Torah, so to
the Torah and the Jewish people are one.

However, each person is not capable of simply
acquiring all of the Oral Torah...rather each person
receives according to his level and toil in acquiring
it [i.e. the Oral Torah].

077 PRIWT R¥AI 79 HYaW 7707 On9 0017 79 R
237 MRY MDY LD HYaAw 57N W A% nrnaa
990 HW A2paw MY L7127 M2 Yy 0and (2,3 VHwn)
2N A9PAT L,WONWN R WITPR XY X7 OT7N
7707 19 M ,77IN 790 O T2 OAIY 12 2MNDW
X177 71 RD1D ORI

PI...7D Yaw aMnm 93 »wad 9o oIR 93 KY QIR
7702 NP 9D WNATTA DY 72 9 TINY TR 7D
hivakich!

(Answer 4)

(R"yD R'"'7) 29912 7R L2 ann

Even the Oral Law, as you are well aware, was not
originally committed to writing, in conformity with
the rule to which our nation generally adhered,
"Things which | have communicated to you orally,
you must not communicate to others in writing."
With reference to the Law, this rule was very
opportune; for while it remained in force it averted
the evils which happened subsequently, viz., great
diversity of opinion, doubts as to the meaning of
written words, slips of the pen, dissensions among
the people, formation of new sects, and confused
notions about practical subjects. The traditional
teaching was in fact, according to the words of the
Law, entrusted to the Great Tribunal, as we have
already stated in our works on the Talmud.’

07 XY NP2PRN 9 HVaw 370 19798 02 DY 12
akininiy Py 123 n i aloln h[oVaFy BERMK'ox T Jo B a Rh ol Ml fn
79771 ,2N092 2INRY ORWI AR KR 719 9V 79 SnnRw
T apnn anhw 9% ,aMna o0 n0Pon X7
MO0 "0 M0 027 DW w2 T2 VRY
WIRW DM NP2 DOLOW ,MLwa NBYNOM
mpYonn WIN™ % YIRDW 309w L7200 102002
q0%1 KPR LAWY 2921211 MDD WY IR C12 P2
IWNIAM2 WINAY WD 17T T N°2Y AT 902 1aTd

Nattisiilohi

2 Translation taken from http://www.sacred-texts.com/jud/gfp/gfp081.htm
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What changed that we now have /7o 5vaw 7701 written down?

TR TRER TR LS LIUL @ Wallll  LMJUK, T
A related ruling is cited:
MR OWK 37 73 M — Mar bar Rav Ashi said:  ~ox 13 "oy
— It is also prohibited to handle a book of haftarahs on Shabbos.
kRYvrxn — For whatreason? ma 1pmY " kY xiry — Because
it is unfit to read from and is therefore muktzeh.?

The Gemara rejects both rulings:
X011 x5 — But this is not so!  5w5vY 1w — It is permissible

to handle a book of haftarahs on Shabbos ™3 pmY1w) — and
it is permissible to read the haftarah from [this bookl. 1
NDIWI ROTIXT K903 WMPR WPT 13 1wnw a7 e — For RY
Yochanan and R’ Shimon ben Lakish studied from a book of
aggadah on Shabbos."” Now, this gives rise to a question: rmM

an2"% 1na x5 — But [aggadah ] was not meant to be written,"
and thus, how could they study from such a book? Furthermore,

how could they handle the book on Shabbos?™ %7 12 K9X

ox — Rather, we must say that since it was i :

:eg.:mn from recording aggadah and other elemenlzz?ﬁ:l:}::l

Law, lest they be forgotten, the Sages invoked the doctrine: ny
090 1187 9 mMwy% — When it is a time to act for Hmhen:,
nullify your Torah." 3 k371 ~ Here too, regarding the book
of haftarahs, WHX X97113 — since it is impossible for every
congregation to write entire Books of the Prophets, we invoke the
doctrine: ~ “IN7IN 1797 N2 MwY? ny,, — When it is a time to
act for Hashem, nullify your Torah. Thus, the book of haftarahs
may be written and may be read from in public, although that isa

LR

technical violation of the law.!"”! :
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Group 5 — After the xamx: The Gaonim and Rishonim

Even after the composition of the 8721, there have been many pivotal books composed that have
played a central role in Judaism. Your focus will be the times of the Gaonim and the Rishonim.
In regards to the Gaonim, your job is to give a basic overview of this time period. In regards to
the Rishonim, your job is to create a timeline for the class which includes a brief biographical
sketch of the following authors and their respective works. [IMPORTANT NOTE: Many of these
authors have numerous works; you only need to focus on their work related to either Gemara or
halacha.]

Il. GAONIM (c. 650-1050)
Give a general overview of this time period (you can find this online). If you have time here are
some of the more well-known Gaonim to discuss:

1. R’ Shrira Gaon

2. R’ Hai Gaon

3. R’ Achai Gaon

I11. RISHONIM (c. 1050-1500)

There are two types of literature found within the Rishonim.
1) Commentary on Gemara - analysis and questions on the Gemara
2) Sifrei Halacha — Determine the p’sak halacha

The following are important commentaries on the Gemara:

Rashi
Tosafot
Ramban
Ritva
Rashba
Ran

ok wdE

The following are important Sifrei Halacha:
Rif
Rosh

Rambam
Tur

o RE
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Group 6 — After the Gemara: The Achronim

Even after the composition of the 8721, there have been many pivotal books composed that have
played a central role in Judaism. Your focus will be the times of the Achronim. Your job is to
create a timeline for the class which includes a brief biographical sketch of the following authors
and their respective works. [IMPORTANT NOTE: Some of these authors have numerous works;
you only need to focus on their work related to either Gemara or halacha.]

Similar to the Rishonim, the Achronim can be divided into works that are commentaries on the
Gemara and Sifrei Halacha.

The following are some major works/authors that comment on the Gemara:

1. R’ Akiva Eiger
2. P’nei Yehoshua — R’ Yaakov Yehoshua Falk
3. Mabharsha — R’ Shmuel Eidels

The following are some major Sifrei Halacha:

Shulchan Aruch — R’ Yosef Cairo

Rama — R’ Moshe Isserles

Shach — R’ Shabbatai ben Meir HaKohen

Taz — R’ Dovid HaLevi Segal

Magen Avraham — R’ Avraham Gombiner

Gra (Vilna Gaon) — R’ Eliyaha ben Shlomo Kremer
Mishna Berura — R’ Yisroel Meir Kagan (Chofetz Chaim)
Igros Moshe — R’ Moshe Feinstein

NGOk WDdDE
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